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was planning o wed attomey Steven
in Roland Park. she was adamant abourt
e #o tent. Instead, she wanted the event
(o E.ﬁi-.:: qh I:h:‘.‘ﬂp::llﬂlfng_,inh ~country feel of the gardens that
Htmnjhmgtﬁﬂﬁ lﬁﬁndu Michael Libowitz and Susan Rirren-
I]mhijﬂd numﬂﬁm their property. The corner garden out front
and theborder 1'&,”1 the walled-in back yard were lushly plant-
el ".'l|t||d1]ft.'|'|\nFmﬁc‘-. deep coral azaleas, old-fashioned hy-
drangeas, perky daisics and countless more flowers and herbs, An
avid gardener himself, the groom liked the idea of the fraprance
and color of the cottage-style gardens providing a backdrop for
hoth the wedding service and the reception. Bur he
was willing to ar least eomsieler tenes in case of inclement
weather.

chef
BNANCY AND STEVENS ROMANCE HAD FIRST BLOOMED
as a friendship in the spring of 1996, They had met
several times, then Nancy called on Steven for legal
advice on a parking issue—a zealous police officer was
continually ticketing her car for being parked o close
o a Fells Point corner near her popular restaurant,
Pierpoint. (%] gor six tickers in one week,” notes Nan-
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Tropical storm be damned,

the course with a casual
garden W‘Eddmg g\.ferﬂﬂwi]‘]g presented Nancy with a large gift
with champagne and

gourmet Chesapeake fare.
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cy, who paid the tckers bur aveided a related charge of disturb-
ing the peace.)

Figuring turnabout was fair play, Steven asked her for assis-
tance with a costume for a "Sarurday Night Fever” birthday par-
v, He lacer amived at the restaurant in his “Staving Alive™ outfir—
i baby blue polyester blazer, plaid bell-botcom hip-hugger pants
and brown platform shoes— and asked her o go, wo. But with
a restaurant full of diners, Nancy had to decline.

The persistent Steven continued to visic Nancy at the restan-
rant. He wok her o dinner and chose Pierpoint as the site of a
gourmet holiday parry, By February, he was being chided by a
friend for being preoccupied with
Pierpoint and its cheffowner. “le
must mean you're in love,” the
friend reased.

“I am,"” Steven replicd.

On Christmas Eve, 1998, Steven

stayed

box. Inside was a Limoges porcelain
box in the shape of a grocery car full
of food. And inside was an engage-
MEnE ring.



Eventually, the couple decided that Nancy would ger
to pick the wedding date if the Ravens won the Super
Bowl. On Steven’s Vilentine card last vear, Nancy wrote
her choice: Saturday, June 16th.

Little did Nancy know she had picked the metcoro-
logical day from hell. The Thursday before the ceremo-
nv, the forecast called for a mopical storm frone to move
through on the wedding day. Naney had relucrantdy or-
dered a tent to cover the band, bar and hors d'oeuvres.
Now, kicking and sereaming, she ordered two more. On
Sarurday moming, the skies opened np with the remnants
of tropical storm Allison, and the Naronal Weather Ser-
vice issued flash flood warnings,

By THE 4:30 CEREMONY, THE STORM HAD DIED DOWN, BT THE
48 percent humidity lived on and the remperanure hovered ar Y5 de-
grees. The groom flushed red in his mixedo as some 138 guests be-
gman to gather in the front garden, women scrambling for the sidewalk
o keep their heels from sinking into the drenched ground.

Nanev and Steven, both Carholic, chose nondenominational
minister Kathy Sibiski for the ceremony. Michael Libowit: was
the best man, and Sweven's daugheers, Meghan, 19, and Aman-
da, 22, wearing green BCBG dresses in a palm leaf modf, were
the bride’s attendunts,

Peabody student Parrick ('Brennan played the Bearles™ “Here,
There and Evervwhere” on guitar while vows were exchanged
and lips mer. Then, as the newlyweds umed to face their friends,
Maney reached into her white bouguet and pulled a pair of white
pearlized cat’s-cyve sunglasses from among the gardenias, peonics
and freesii. Steven had seen the vintage glasses in an oprical store
weeks before and jokingly dared Nancy, who rarely shies from
dares, to wear them at the ceremony.

Giuests rerreated w the back garden and were greered with boun-
tiful champagne— six cases of Veuve Clicquor Yellow Label in the
Jerobaum borle (which is equivalent to four reguldar bottles), The
birnde and groom had an additonal 110 bordles of wines from 15 winer-
ies plus a rop-shelfbar. “Whao'd have thoughe 138 peaple could drink
six cases of Veuve Clicquor in an hour?” Nancy quips,

Naney and her stafl had prepared and frozen most of the hors

Opposits, minister Kathy Sibiski reads the nuptials a1 the nondenominational cere-
maony, Above, the cake topper, crafted by Pierpoint pastry chel Cydni Verger, is a whim-
sical allusion to the bride’s profession, The groom grew the gorgeous gardenias.

d'oeuvres two weeks prior (Thai chicken spring rolls, duck egg
rolls, smoked crab balls, shimp dumplings and wild mushroom
Stilton turnovers) but were busy making crab balls the day be-
fore. They would be served alongside items prepared by Longo’s
friend, caterer Sascha Wolhandler, whoe had given 17-year-old
Nancy a start in the food business more dhan 20 vears ago.

In licu of floral centerpieces, Nancy stacked a selection of
cheeses on whire enamel cake plates. Chalkboard garden smkes
displayed the table numbers. The buffer, which held laalian-stvle
flank steak with braised leeks, demi-glace and truffled mashed
potatoes {and a bottle of white truffle oil for those who wished
to be even more decadent); Pierpoint's roasted Chilean sea bass
with Mongolian barbecue sauce with jasmine rice; lemon chick-
en; sugar snap peas and asparagus: eggplant laver cake and baby
mozearella with grape romato salad.

It was relaxed gourmer fare fit for an appreciative audience of
foodies that included The Wine Led.'s Buddy Zamoiski and his
wife, Ellen, cable "T'V's food guy Paul Adler, food seylist Sue Si-
mon and Bacchus Wines' Peter Van Buren. Marnry Cosgrove,
cheffmanager of Paul Prudhomme's Magic Seasonings, came
{eontined on page 153)

Far left, in the receiving line,
the bride, in a Barbara Allin
organza gown, sports the
white pearlized cat's-ayo
sunglazses she donned an

a dare. Left Mambo Combo
provided the Latin beat for
dancing at the tented recep-
tion.
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Weather or Not
feentissed from page 119

up from Louisiana with Mardi Gras para-
sols. Unable o arrend, Prudhomme him-
self senta lovely pair of erystal candlesticks.

Naney baked three wedding cakes: a rum
cake for her Isalian relatives, a choeolare cake
with nonpareils the stee of silver dollars 1o sat-
isfy Steven’s passion for chocolate, and a straw-
berry shortcake for Amanda and Meghan.
Pierpoint pastry chef Cydni Verger crafted a
miniature chels woque o adom the head of
the plaster bride figurine atwop the rum cake.

Asked o play all upbeat music and for-
gerwedding raditions, the band Mambao
Combo obliged with its liveliest Latin mu-
sic. Male guests peeled ofFspon coars and
suit jackees to hit the parquet danee floor
that covered the driveway. The groom bor-
rowed his host's short-sleeved knit shiand
shorts, but the bricke, accustomed as she was
o working in front of a hot sove, remained
comfortable in her dress, sans hosiery.

Steven and Nancy honeymooned in
California wine country, where Naney had
won a week's stav as the winner of a cool-
ing contest. They stayed two days ar Mur-
phy’s near lronstone Vineyards, then five
days in Napa Valley at the Mount View
Spa and Resart in Calistoga, "Iheir most
memorable meals came in Calistoga, at
their friend Jan Birnbaum’s Carahoula
Restaurant, and in the Napa Valley ar
Musrards Grill and the red-hot French
Laundry. (The coveted French Laundry
reservation and meal were a wedding gift
from the Zamoiskis.)

Towopitall off, Seeven won 3250 in a quar-
ter slot machine at an Indian reservation on
the road to Sonema. “Well,” he concluded,
“Ie Iooks like T mamed me a good luck cham,™

And the weather? Tt was perfect. “Not one
dhry of main,” says Nancy. “And we drove around
in a convermible— with the wp down” L
Dumﬂn , meeatibiinng anel sales rop for Vs Spices

a.ﬁln" rm.ru'r.u.r of fuss, a sovall podfic relations frem
Aospiteliny ety was o guest @t dhe wediling,

RESOURCES L

Wedding dress Bridals by Deborh, 2400 Boston 51
410-563-9700

Flowers Blie Sage, 4106757090

Invitations The Pieasure of Your Campany, Gresn Spring
Station, 4108216359

Music Mambo Combo, 410-889-4220

Cheese Combalou, Caleert Stieat, 410:528-1112

Catorers Sascha’s 577 N. Livegrove St 410-539-6103,
Piespoint Restaurant, 1822 Aliceanna St, 410-575-2080

Tents, tables, chairs and linens Loane Brothers,
410-366-8200



